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The supervisor can help the parents to see the purpose of making the teachers under her
the waste of time, money, opportunities, direction independent and efficient. Step by
when they do not send their children regular- step she should walk with them; slowly with
ly. She can explain the waste of supplying their slowness in learning new things; quickbuildings, equipment, and teachers for half of ening her pace with theirs as they progress.
Nearly every teacher has some good
the pupils that may be attending that school.
No commercial business man could run on points and often uses good teaching methods
any other basis without ending in bankruptcy. —methods that perhaps she has worked out
Compare this situation with the growing successfully under very difficult circumof corn. The farmer will see the folly of stances. The supervisor should be quick to
plowing, planting, cultivating, a field that recognize these good points, note successes,
Then
has half as many stalks as it should have. and praise her for these successes.
What would be his production in ears of with genuinely appreciative criticism she can
corn? He will know that that kind of farm- show howl some of the unsuccessful methods may be remedied.
ing will mean waste of land, labor, money.
Results of teaching as well as methods
The supervisor can help the teachers and
the parents to see the importance of electing should be measured and studied. Scientific
men in the state government who will try to measurement of results is a valuable work
for the teacher and the supervisors.
improve the schools.
The progress of the pupils is the chief
She can help the teacher to make the
school room and work more attractive to the concern of the supervisor. As the pressure
boys and girls so that they will want to come of rural needs becomes greater may adequate
supervision be provided, so that the boys and
to school.
girls may make greater progress in the rural
(3) Improvement of health conditions. schools of this state.
Ada Baugh
For many reasons the country is more
healthful than the city, but with all of its
advantages, statistics show that the aggregate death rate in the country is almost as
II
great as in the city. Statistics also show
that 400,000 of our rural population are killTHE AMERICAN LEGION
ed every year by infectious diseases.
The
larger part of this sickness and death could
In April 1917, the manhood of America
be prevented by following simple and easy
eagerly prepared to protect their country from
rules for hygienic living. It is one of the
the European monster who taught "might is
greatest functions of the rural schools to
right". Not only to protect America did they
show the necessity for following these rules.
go, but also to answer the call of John McThe supervisor helps to bring these facts beCrae, flung to us in the following:
fore the schools and the community, and helps
the teachers to observe them in their schools.
In Flanders fields tlie poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
She can explain and assist in the physical inThat mark our place; and in the sky
spection of the children. She can encourage
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
and emphasize the importance of good houseScarce heard amid the' guns below.
keeping in the school rooms.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
(4) Improvement of co-operation of
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
school and community.
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
The supervisor can help the teacher to
Take up our quarrel with the foe;
prepare school lunches; arrange parents,
To you from failing hands we throw
meetings, picnics, school fairs, organize school
The torch; be yours to hold it highleagues, and interest parents and pupils in
If ye break faith with us who die,
corn, pig, and poultry clubs.
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
Every act of the supervisor should be for
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' With the sentiment of these lines of
R. W. Lillard's in their hearts they eagerly
prepared to go—
Rest ye in peace, ye Flanders deadThe fight that ye so bravely led
We've taken up. And we will keep
True faith with you who lie asleep
With each a cross to mark his bed,
And poppies blowing overhead,
Where once his own life blood ran redSo let your rest be sweet and deep
In Flanders fields.
Fear not that ye have died for naughtThe torch ye threw to us we caught.
Ten million hands will hold it high,
And Freedom's light shall never die!
We've learned the lesson that ye taught
In Flanders fields.
These same men who ''keep true faith
with ye who lie asleep" have returned to their
native country with a vision of a greater, more
ideal America, and this vision has culminated
into the American Legion.
Democracy, liberty, love, they fought for
and now they have come home with another
great message. When they returned their intentions of continuing the fight for things
they admire was announced. As a result we
see 1,000,000 men organized.
In order to continue the work of their
purpose the American Legion was organized
in Paris, March, 1919, by a thousand officers
and men who were delegates from all the
units of the expeditionary forces. This number declared and discussed their principles,
selecting a name for the organization as well.
Among the prominent men who initiated
the organization were: Lt. Col. Theodore
Roosevelt; Lt. Col. F. D'Olier; Robert
Bacon; Lt. Col. Gompers Jr., of New York;
Allen Potts, of Virginia; Charles W. Whittlesey, Commander of the "Lost Battalion";
Bennet C. Clark, son of Champ Clark; and
Ex-Senator Luke Lea, of Tennessee.
The history of the American Legion
begins with the meeting in Paris. After the
Paris meeting a similar one was held in St.
Louis, from May 8 to 10, 1919. This meeting consisted of men who had served in the
United States army. It was really a repetition of the meeting in Paris, as they confirmed
a constitution similar to the first one and discussed the same problems.
After this St.
Louis meeting in May, 1919, the constitution
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was adopted and nationally incorporated by an
act of congress in September, 1919. The
French and American organizations are not
separate. The Paris Convention appointed
an Executive Committe of seventeen officers
and men to represent the French troops. A
similar body was elected at the St. Louis convention and these two Executive Committees
form the operating body of the Legion.
Anyone is eligible to membership who
"served honorably" between April 6, 1917,
and November 11, 1918, both dates inclusive.
Women who were regularly enlisted are also
eligible. Those persons serving in countries
associated with the United States are included
in these regulations. Those excluded are of
two classes. First, those who were in the army
or navy and refused on political or conscientious grounds to subject themselves to military training. Then, those who were in service, and separated under circumstances
amounting to dishonorable discharge. Only
active membership is permissible.
In order that the service of the women
during the war might be recognized and that
they might work more efficiently in the future
by cooperation, the American Legion has seen
fit to recognize a joint organization of women. This body, named the "Women's Auxiliary of the American Legion", consists of the
mothers, wives, daughters and sisters of members of the Legion, and the mothers, wives,
daughters, and sisters of those who died while
serving, or were discharged before November 11, 1920.
The organization of the Legion closely
resembles the organization and divisions of
our government. Just as the United States
is divided into state groups and then into local sections, the Legion is divided. These
state branches attend to all of the more important details, aid in granting charters, protect and organize in turn the local posts.
There are now about 7,500 posts.
These
posts are in every state in the union, in
Hawaii, Alaska, Phillipines, Mexico, and all
the Allied Countries.
Perhaps for months to come we will be
in touch with only the local posts, just as we
are more familiar with our local government.
The state organization decides the membership necessary to organize a post. These
so-called "Posts" are not receive into the
Legion until they have secured charters.
This is done by sending an application to
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the State Branch, then the National Executive Committee issues the charter upon
the recommendation of the State Branch.
No post may be named after any living
person.
Post No. i was first named in
honor of Pershing but later changed to
'Washington Post'.
The constitution provides that the legislative body shall be a national convention,
held annually at a place chosen the previous
year. This convention consists of delegates
and representatives from each state, the District of Columbia, and each possession of the
United States. Two of these conventions
have been held, the last one being in November, 1919.
Among the business attended to
during the convention is the election of officers. Here a national Commander is elected
and five national Vice-Commanders. The
national Adjutant is chosen by the national
Commander, the Treasurer by the Executive
Committee.
The present commander of the Legion is
a rather picturesque figure. H. D. Lindsley
was succeeded by Franklin D'Olier in November. Before serving in the past war Commander D'Olier was a merchant in cotton and
cotton yarns. In France he won recognition
for the salvage depots that he initiated. In
June 1918, he took command of the first salvage depot operated by Americans.
He had
such success that he went to Lyons, France,
to establish another. When he returned to his
native state, New Jersey, he wore the distinguished service medal from the United
States, Legion of Honor medal of France,
and had been promoted to a place on the
General Staff. He was among the twenty
who initiated the movement of the American
Legion in France and later aided T. R. Roosevelt, Jr. in perfecting the preliminary organization.
The governing body is financed by dues
from each member. Ample provisions were
not made for collecting these funds in the beginning, so other arrangements were necessary
for that time. The "running funds" were
furnish at first by friends and members in a
number of the larger cities. Mr. J. W. Prentiss, leader of the Red Cross Subscription
Campaign, is chairman of the Finance Committee and is soliciting funds to support the
Legion just at present. These sums will be

refunded in the future, however, and they are
considered to be nothing more than advances.
No doubt the principles and purposes
of the American Legion are the most interesting to the nation at large. The purposes
as expressed by Franklin D'Olier, National
Commander, are: "The spirit of the American Legion is that of unselfish service. In
this spirit, it is our hope to assist in the coordination of all of those forces in this
country which stand for real progress and
thereby act as a great stabilizer and constructive influence in these days of reconstruction.'
The Preamble of the constitution defines
very clearly every phase of the various purposes of the Legion. Taking these various
purposes up briefly we are first impressed by
"For God and for country, we associate ourselves together for the following purposes":
first, to uphold and defend the constitution of
the United States.
Much may be said concerning the beginning of this preamble, "For God and for
Country". It is worthy of notice that the
aim is entirely unselfish and to honor the
highest—both so often neglected in the selfish
scramble for personal gains.
Taking up the first purpose of the
Legion "to uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States" we realize that innumerable organizations have included the
very same in their own constitutions. We
mutter it just as mechanically as we repeat
the multiplication table, little realizing what
we are saying and when the time comes for
protection so many are to be found wanting.
It is to be hoped that the Legionaires will
cause the nation to realized the significance of
this phrase and know that it is not to be repeated just as we thoughtlessly inquire about
the health of our neighbor.
The next purpose of the Legion is to
"maintain law and order". The local posts
have been remembering this and have done
much to adjust local conditions. These men
have been relentless judges about the condition of the country during the past winter.
They have stood as stern judges on the action
of tax officials, these men who have become
so accustomed to rigid discipline and order.
They have been as diligent about the sins of
omission as those of commission. Impatience shown by some Legion men has caused
comment in certain localities. But we well
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know that this attitude of officials is not a recent one. These cases of "flabby officials" is
another flaw in Americans that the Legion
desires to correct. As a whole the Legion
members have been so true to their purpose of
'law and order' that they have resisted individual violence against the Bolsheviki, realizing that we have a truer way of establishing
justice and order.
It is only when all Americans take their
stand against any form of individual persecution that we will have driven from our
midst "mob-rule". People who declare that
we have law and order here, and those who
profess to believe in no other rule, hiave
participated in the thousands of lynchings
which are a dishonor to America. Some
broadminded Americans have likened us to
the "blood thirsty Hun" in that we uphold
individual persecutons. Judging from statistics of lynchings and comparison of prosecutions of such activities there seem to be just
reasons for such distasteful accusations.
These activities are not correct or just and it
is just those things the Legion is trying to
prevent by demanding effifcient work of efficient officials and absence of individual persecution.
Next, the Legion joins thousands of
others in the nation wide Americanization
campaign. This problem and its needs have
swept over the entire country since the beginning of our entrance in the war. 100 per
cent Americanism is not only lacking in
naturalized citizens but in native born citizens
as well. The men of the American Legion
feel that we need 100 per cent Americanism
and that phrase is their slogan. We see that
the "melting pot does not melt", and if
America is to progress, if she is to have peace
and prosperity, those elements foreign to our
ideals and principles must be abolished—
abolished among native Americans as well as
among naturalized citizens. Foreigners and
immigrants seek the shelter of our shores,
partake of our bounty—yet they speak their
own language, are clannish and are nonappreciative of our institutions and our ideals.
Another ideal of the Legion is to inculcate
a sense of individual responsibility and obligation. The voting polls and the number of
slackers during the war betray another American weakness. The number of people who
supposedly loved democracy and liberty and
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yet were seeking protection from war service
under numerous pretenses is surprising. This
clearly shows us that individual responsibility
as well as other things is to be found wanting.
The "American Legion Weekly" declares
that the "native born slacker has a niche in the
Hall of Shame". It is the opinion of Legion
members that "parlor Americans" are as deadly as the "parlor Bolsheviki" and they propose
to see all of these persons properly punished
and the avoidance of such individual actions in
the future.
Many people see in the Legion a hope
for the solution of the labor problems because
the constitution Preamble states: "to combat
the autocracy of both the classes and masses;
to make right the master of might". This
purpose of the Legion has no direct application to the labor problems except the broad
principles of no autocracy of either classes or
masses. Just what stand the Legion will take
on the labor question is not known, but we do
know that it will approve of justice for each
side and giving each a square deal.
The preservation of the memories and
associations of the world war is one more
thing the Legion fosters. These memories
and friendships will be preserved and kept by
the frequent meetings. Memorials of suitable
character will be erected to those dead at a
fitting time.
Perhaps the Legion will do more satisfactory work while fulfilling its purposes to
the veterans of the war, than in any other
field of work. Realizing the duty of the nation to its returned soldiers and comprehending their difficulties and problems, the Legion
is striving to do everything possible for returned soldiers.
Many have come home
crippled, disabled for life and without a
home or friends. Positions have been hard
to secure and the men are not fitted to fill
those places they have filled in the past because of wounds, etc. The Vocational Bureau
has not been able to secure sufficient training
and the Legion members are striving to see
that all who are wounded secure proper hospital attention.
Secure positions for those
capable of work; aid in training those who
must secure a new life work; and tell those
who are ignorant of the fact that there is
assistance to be lent them and where they may
secure this aid. Soldiers are not the only
ones who secure this much needed aid but
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widows, sisters and wives of men who paid strong virile men, fighters, and efficient.
Should not officials have all of these qualities?
the supreme sacrifice.
This doubt of their strength is not to be
But this next phase is where people are found in the minds of any of the members.
skeptical. The Legion firmly declares itself Perhaps they feel as if they will some day
non-partisan and non-political.
Business be able to aptly quote the following:
men, historians, disinterested people—some in
every class are dubious of the strength of the "Somebody said It couldn't be done,
But he, with a chuckle, replied,
Legion in keeping out of politics when it proThat maybe it couldn't, but he would be one
poses to do so much. This doubt is partly
Wlho wouldn't say so till he tried.
caused, no doubt, by the comparison of the So he buckled right in with a trace of a grm
On hi's face. If he worried, he hid it.
Legion and the Grand Army of the Republic. To some people the ultimate end of the He started to sing as he tackled the thing
That coudn't be done, and he did itAmerican Legion is a repetition of the end of
the Grand Army of the Republic. But this Somebody scoffed, "Oh, you'll never do that;
idea is not quite just, for the G. A. R. deAt least no one ever has done it."
clared its political purposes and also; "The But he took off his coat and he took off his^ hat,
And the first thing we know he'd begun it;
establishment and defense of late soldiers of With
a lift of his chin and a bit of a grm,
the United States, morally, socially, and poWithout any doubting or quit it,
litically, with a view to inculcate a proper He started to sing as he tackled the thing
That couldn't be done, and he did it.
appreciation of their services to the country,
and to a recognition of such services by the
There are thousands to tell you it cannot be
people". During and after 1866 when party
done;
feeling ran so high, the Grand Array wasn t
There are thousands to prophesy failure;
much more than "political soldiers clubs" or- Thei-e are thousands to paint you, one by one,
The dangers that wait to assail you;
ganized over the North and South. In 1866
just buckle in with a bit of a grin,
Grant owed his presidency partly to the Grand But
Then take off your coat and go to it.
Army. From that time partisan discussions Just start to sing as you tackle the thing
That cannot be done, and you'll do It.
and questions were omitted. Another big difference between the organizations is the fact
The first test of the American Legion
that the Grand Army was a sectional organhas
come.
In the National Convention is
ization ; not so with the American Legion for
here Alabama, Mississippi, Maine, and Ore- Minneapolis, November, 19x9 the "unselfish,
patriotic decisions proved the Legion true
gon rub elbows.
to its ideals."
The Vocational Bureau, Vocational Laws,
The work of the first convention since the
and War Insurance have given much enlightone of St. Louis may be divided into four
enment and these things may aid in keeping
big heads:
politics away from this vast organization.
First—Americanization. In order to
Do not think that the members are individu- promote the campaign and benefit America
ally excluded from politics; only as an they decided first, to create a National Amerorganization is the Legion deaf and dumb icanization Committee whose duty it would
concerning politics.
be to spread literature of desirable character
To prevent temptation no person run- and conduct a patriotic campaign.
ning for any paying public office may hold
The second step regarding tjhis camany office in the Legion and no such member paign was in regard to slackers and aliens.
is boosted by the Legion. Warnings have The deportation of Victor L. Berger was
been given by General Pershing concerning advised and deportation of all of his kind.
this and the American Legion Weekly re- It was furthermore thought advisable
peatedly instills this purpose by warnings and that all aliens be deported who had secured
various articles.
their first papers and later renounced their inAmong the people who predict the des- tentions of becoming citizens and that these
truction of the Legion because of politics are persons never be allowed citizenship
those people who are in fear of losing their here. It Was deemed advisable that Congress
own positions. The Legion men are leaders, enact laws requiring a knowledge of the
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American language by all residents and that
a course in citizenship be provided.
No doubt the resolutions about the slackers are the most rigid and uncompromising.
This present attitude does not bid fair for
much inefficiency or foul play in the future.
All draft dodgers should be kept in prison
until the end of their term and then deported, so the Legion thinks. To take this even
farther they suggested that Congress investigate the release of conscientious objectors and
direct the recall of their honorable discharges.
These objectors should be punished and deported, if aliens. Individuals have even been
condemned by Legion members. Dempsey,
the famed boxer of America, has incurred
the scorn and anger of the relentless Legion.
He protests his innocence but men who have
served see no reason why a person so well
fitted as Dempsey is should have protected his
country from a munition factory.
Then second, the convention spent
hours discussing beneficial legislation. Everyone realizes the duty the government owes
the ex-service men, yet the Legion does not
approve of a cash bonus. It favors loans
from the government to individuals; reclamation of unproductive lands by the government for settlement by ex-service men; and
fifty dollars a month to disabled men after
they are dismissed from hospitals until they
secure! compensation under the War Risk
Insurance Bureau.
Additional care and
money was urged for tubercular men.
And third—the military policy. The
Legion convention approved of universal
military training but not universal military
service. Also that units be equipped, etc.,
before rather than after commencement of
hostilities. It deemed it advisable to have
the air service a separate department under
the control of a member of the cabinet.
The last group of discussions includes
the election of the new commander; Indianapolis as National Headquarters of the Legion
and the next meeting place in Cleveland,
Ohio, September 27. And lastly, the indorsement of the "American Legion Weekly,"
whose subscription price is included in the
national dues.
Such is the work of the Legion in the
past. More things of seemingly less significance may be added, such as: providing
groceries for ex-service men; establishing
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night schools, and distributing medals awarded by France.
The future history of the United States
will be greatly influenced by the American
Legion. At this, the time of its beginning,
we often hear people say "why the very 'bigness' of the thing will make it influential and
attractive regardless of its purposes." "Bigness" does express the Legion. Not merely
bigness of size but of purpose, character and
influence. As thei Legion grows stronger
we will see it in every part of our national
life, correcting, improving and strengthening.
It must play a big part in our future military life.
Our lesson of unpreparedness
was taught during the past war. More ideal
Americans will be a result of their 100%
slogan. Then too, aliens will have a better
opportunity to become real citizens through
education and the courses in citizenship advocated by the Legion. To the coming
generation this last is far from least. The
youth of America will be furnished with a
better ideal after which to model himself
and to have as his standard. The work of
the Legion has just begun; these things and
more will come to the Legion in years to
come.
Edna Scribner

THINKING IN SOCIAL TERMS
The teacher must know the community.
She must be trained to see it as a whole, to
analyze its educational needs, and to relate
the program of the schools to its demands. If
she is allowed to teach before she has acquired
the power to think of education in social terms
she must remain a mere follower of prescription, incapable of participating in the formulation of education policy or the making of
courses of study. We are suffering from educational autocracy now, largely because
teachers are incapable of educational democracy.—Henry W. Holmes, in School and
Society.

We are now turning into our population
more than 10 times as many graduates from
public schools as we did in 1890.

